
MANDE ZIERATH 

 

If you attended the 2017 University Staff Employee Recognition and Retirement dinner last spring, you 
will recognize Mande Zierath. She was one of the two recipients of the University Staff Excellence 
Award. We visited Mande at her office in Laurentide Hall to find out more about her corner of the world 
at UW-W. 

Mande is the Academic Department Associate for the Department of Sociology, Criminology and 
Anthropology. She has been in her position for the past 3 ½ years and plays an integral role in the overall 
coordination of the entire department of 25 instructors, lecturers and faculty members.  Her main 
duties involve Program Assessment, Coordination of various program events, searches etc. as well as 
occasionally assisting the dean’s office with various search and committee responsibilities. 

While working in her position, Mande successfully completed her Master’s Degree in Higher Education 
Leadership from UW-Whitewater. Her previous degrees include a Bachelor’s in Education in French/ESL 
from UW-Green Bay and another partial degree in Event Management.  

Prior to her career at UW-Whitewater, Mande taught high school French in the Palmyra-Eagle School 
District and worked for the Veteran’s Administration. 

When asked about family members, Mande smiled and showed a photo of her cat Hamilton, whom she 
adores (a secret source has told us he was atop her recent birthday cake). Additional family members 
include her mother, who lives in Janesville, her brother, a video game producer in Los Angeles, her dad 
and step-mother in Madison and a half-brother Boomer, a Junior in high school.  

Mande finds satisfaction in knowing she has helped her department become more efficient. She really 
enjoys working with the fantastic people in her department, who treat her as a colleague. She also 
enjoys the variety of work and the ability to be creative. With her background in teaching and education, 
she has the ability to understand pedagogy, which is appreciated by those she works most closely with.  

She considers the university to be a familial place set in a college town dedicated to being a community.  

In addition to her work life, Mande enjoys biking, ceramics, cooking, and watching TV serial shows such 
as Outlander and anything on BBC. She is very involved in her church and serves on council and the 
Youth, Family and Education Committee. She is also an active choir member. On Thursday nights at 8 
p.m. you can find her at Second Salem Brewing Company, hosting pub trivia. When she isn’t doing any of 
those things, she likes to hang out with her best friend and her four godsons.  

Next time you’re in Laurentide, stop by and visit Mande. 

 

 

 

 

 


